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President’s	Message	-	October

Happy	October,	everyone!		There	are	four	main	topics	in	this
President’s	Letter.

First,	congratulations	to	Bridge	Club	of	Houston	for	having	a
successful	499er	Sectional	October	6	-	9.		53.5	total	tables	were	in
play,	over	100	Silver	points	were	awarded	to	70	players,	and
everyone	I’ve	heard	from	considered	it	a	big	success.		The	big
winners	were	Hua	and	Kyo	(Kyle)	Chen,	a	local	father-son	pair	who
picked	up	7.2	silver	points	in	the	tournament.			Their	successes
included	three	session	first-place	wins	in	pair	games	and	a	tie	for	first
in	the	Sunday	team	game.		All	the	awards	mentioned	will	be
increased	by	20%	as	part	of	the	ACBL	face-to-face	tournament
masterpoint	promotion	running	through	most	of	May	2023.
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Oh	–	Kyle	is	only	eight	years	old,	and	he	can	play!		Perhaps	you	have
a	child	or	grandchild	you	can	introduce	to	this	fabulous	game?

For	complete	information	on	the	tournament	(including	photos	of	the
winners),	please	see	the	BCoH	website	at
https://www.bridgewebs.com/bcoh/.

Second,	you	too	can	win	Silver	Masterpoints	at	the	upcoming	Unit
174	Hallowe’en	Sectional,	October	28	-	30.		All	manner	of	pair	and
team	events	will	be	held;	we’ve	got	two	great	guest	speakers	in,	Joe
Quinn	and	Gary	King;	299er	and	FLM	0-50	events	are	scheduled,	and
lunch	(catered	again	by	Demeris	BBQ)	is	included	with	your	card	fees
on	Sunday.		Please	see	the	flyer	with	details	linked	to	the	Unit	web
page.		Clif	and	Sarah	(Tournament	Chairs)	have	put	a	lot	of	work	into
this	event,	come	out	and	support	them	–	and	see	your	friends	while
winning	Silver	Masterpoints!			Overall	awards	will	be	boosted	20%
above	normal	as	part	of	the	ACBL	face-to-face	tournament
promotion,	too!

Third,	your	Unit	needs	a	bit	of	help	to	help	us	do	what	you	expect	us
to	do	well.		It’s	the	time	of	year	when	we	need	a	half-dozen	people	to
stand	up	to	run	for	the	three	open	Unit	Board	positions.		The	election
will	be	in	April	at	our	Election	Sectional.		Dolores	Aquino	is	the	head
of	our	Nominating	Committee;	please	shoot	her	an	email	at
dcaquino2246@yahoo.com	to	let	her	know	you’re	interested	in
running	(or	to	nominate	someone	you	feel	would	be	a	good	Board
member).		Board	members	help	plan	and	run	our	sectional	events
and	annual	regional,	manage	the	budgeting	process,	support	the
clubs,	and	generally	have	a	good	time	by	doing	what	it	takes	to
enable	you	to	have	fun	playing	bridge.

Also	important	is	this	newsletter,	and	our	current	editors	are	stepping
down	after	having	done	a	great	job.		If	you	have	some	familiarity	with
working	with	words	on	a	computer	and	a	desire	to	help	out	the	Unit
and	your	fellow	members,	please	contact	me
(PlayBridgeWithThomas@GMail.com)	or	the	current	newsletter
editors	(unit174newsletter@gmail.com)	for	more	details	about	what’s
required.		We	do	need	someone	willing	to	put	out	this	once-a-month
newsletter	to	get	out	the	good	news	about	what’s	happening	in	the
Unit!

Fourth,	as	a	special	bonus	‘thing’	–	don’t	forget	two	Unit	STaC	events
(Sectional	Tournament	at	Clubs)	in	our	Unit	coming	up	the	week	of
November	7-13	and	December	5	-	11.		Also,	the	special	Royal	STaC,
where	¼	of	the	points	will	be	Gold,	Red,	Silver,	and	Black,	is	a	good
chance	to	pick	up	a	few	gold	points,	or	perhaps	the	last	ones	you
need	for	your	Life	Master	rank?		That	Royal	STaC	is	November	14-20.	
STaC	events	are	held	in	face-to-face	play	at	your	local	clubs,	so
contact	them	to	make	sure	they	will	be	participating.		Lock	in	your
best	partners,	and	come	out	and	play!

President,	ACBL	Unit	174
PlayBridgeWithThomas@gmail.com
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NEW	MEMBERS

ACBL	notifies	us	each	month	about	the	members
new	to	our	Unit	and	those	who	advanced	a	rank
as	of	the	6th	day	of	the	previous	month.	Below
are	listed	those	players	who	either	joined	our
Unit.	Please	welcome	the	following	players	to	our
Unit:
	
New	Members:	Hua	Chen,	Kyo	Chen,	Jackie	C

McRae

Transfers	In:		Paul	D	Cragin,	Mr.	Norman	H	Hamady,	Mrs.	Wanda	R
Hughes,	Ahmet	Kalkan,	Linda	Lewis,	Joyce	Long

Welcome!		

	

	
	

	
RANK	ADVANCEMENTS
Listed	below	are	the	new	Unit	174
Masterpoint	Milestones	reported
by	ACBL.		An	explanation	of	ranks
may	be	found	on	the	ACBL
website.

Junior	Master

	

https://acbl.org/masterpoints/


Hua	Chen,	Kyo	Chen,	Patricia	Leavesley,	Arlene	Phillips,	Jeffrey
Samuels,	Jan	Watson

Club	Master
Judith	Cobb,	Sherry	Taylor

Sectional	Master
Mike	Holy,	Traci	McCaskill,	Cheryl	Walters

Life	Master
Zo	Granberry,	Phyllis	Maier

Bronze	Life	Master
Zo	Granberry

Silver	Life	Master
Luther	Hampton

Gold	Life	Master
Courtney	Coffman

!!!	Congratulations	!!!
	





	
	
Below	please	find	the	information	reported	to	us	by	the	clubs	in	our
Unit.		Please	send	your	club	news	to
unit174newsletter@gmail.com.	Your	information	must	be
received	by	the	15th	of	the	month	to	be	included	in	the	monthly	Unit
174	Newsletter.	Additional	information	on	all	our	clubs	can	be	found
on	the	Unit	174	website.	Or,	click	a	club	name	to	jump	to	the	club
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website.
	

	
APPLE	CLUBS
Our	games	begin	at	11:30	am	sharp	at	the	Tracy	Gee	Community
Center,	3599	Westcenter	Dr.	77042.	Please	plan	to	arrive	by	11:15.
All	games	at	$3/person.

For	information,	please	contact:

Monday	–	Apple	–	Susan	Johnson
sisbjohnson@gmail.com		-	281-536-1451	

Friday	–	Apple	II	–	Brigitte	Sandifer
sandiferdb@gmail.com	-	281-494-1464

Results	and	additional	information	at	appledbcs.com.

Current	requirements:	All	players	must	furnish	proof	of	vaccination.
You	may	bring	your	vaccination	card	to	the	game	or	send	a	photo	of
it	to	Susan	or	Brigitte.	Only	drinks	in	bottles	or	covered	containers
are	permitted.	No	food	is	allowed	at	the	tables	during	play.	You’re
welcome	to	bring	food	and	eat	before	the	game	starts.

	

	
	

BRIDGE	ACADEMY	OF	WEST	HOUSTON
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	 BRIDGE	CLUB	OF	HOUSTON	(BCOH)

www.BridgeWebs.com/bcoh	(	Check	for	frequent	updates	and
information

BCOH		Online		Choose	Houston

Mentor/Mentee	Games:	1st	and	3rd	Mondays	at	7:00
pm	(Protege	should	invite	and	pay	for	a	game	of	mentor)
Contact	Mike	Linkins	if	you	have	any	questions:
mlinkins@swbell.net

BCOH	Open	Games	(Face	2	Face)
*Pre-registration	is	not	required	for	our	weekly	scheduled

	

http://www.bridgewebs.com/bcoh
mailto:mlinkins@swbell.net


games
Monday:	11:55am
Tuesday,	Wednesday,	and	Friday:	10:30	am

SAVE	THE	DATES:
Swiss	Teams	–	4th	Tuesday	of	each	month	at	10:30	a.m.
(Register	at	the	club)

Mentor/Mentee	F2F	–	2nd	Tuesday	of	each	month	at	10:30
a.m.		Sign	up	at	the	club	or	contact	Judy	Cupps	with	any
questions	@	judy_n_al@yahoo.com		or	call	713-320-5592.

Saturday	F2F	–	Please	check	the	BCOH	website	for	details

	Our	next	499er/NLM	Tournament	is	on	December	1-4,	2022.

Events/Celebration

	November	5th	–	BCOH	20-Year	Celebration! 	Come	join	in	the
celebration	with	many	of	the	founding	members.	Chicken	Pasta	will
be	served	for	lunch	at	11:00.	Please	bring	a	side	dish	or	dessert	to
share.	The	open	game	will	begin	at	noon.

TUESDAY	TIDBITS
Build	a	solid	foundation	with	Julie	Halperin,	Diamond	Life	Master,	and
ACBL	Teacher,	and	enjoy	a	free	lesson	from	9:30	to	10:10.	Game	to
follow	begins	at	10:30.	We	will	set	up	partnerships	for	those	who
need	it.
Text	Julie	at	713-857-8004	with	questions	or	concerns.	Lessons	are
open	to	all!

Our	October	499er/NLM	Tournament	was	a	great	success.	We	thank
all	the	volunteers	who	worked	together	to	put	on	this	event	for	our
499ers.

We	had	53.5	tables	and,	unofficially,	awarded	101.42	points	to	70
players.	That	point	total	will	be	increased	by	20%	after	the
tournament	files	are	processed	by	ACBL.	Special	congratulations	to
Kyo	Chen	and	Hua	Chen,	the	overall	winners,	playing	in	their	first
tournament.	We	expect	to	see	them	at	many	more!
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CHOOSE	HOUSTON	BASIC	SCHEDULE	
BBO	Online	Games

Online	Games	for	all	levels	every	day!	These	dates	will	change	if	the
ACBL	has	approved	special	games	online	so	please	check	the	Bridge
Club	of	Houston	and	Clear	Lake	Bridge	Club	for	updates.
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	 CYPRESS	NORTHWEST	DBC	&	KATY	DBC

Cypress	NW	DBC	meets	at	the	Richard	and	Meg	Weekley
Community	Center,	8440	Greenhouse	Rd,	Cypress,	Tx,	and	games
are	played	every	Tuesday	and	Thursday	starting	at	11:30,	with	sign-
up	beginning	at	11:00.	Proof	of	vaccination	is	required,	and	masks
are	optional.	Coffee,	tea,	and	snacks	are	provided.	Games	are	$3.

Katy	DBC	meets	every	Wednesday.	Sign-in	starts	at	11:00,	and	the
game	begins	at	11:30.	The	club	meets	at	the	Steve	Radack
Community	Center	-	18650	Clay	Road,	Houston,	Texas	77084.	Proof
of	vaccination	is	required,	and	masks	are	optional.		Coffee,	tea,	and
snacks	are	provided.	Regular	games	are	$3.

For	more	information,	contact	Jim	Warren	at	832/851-4745	or
jwarren760@gmail.com.
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FORT	BEND	DBC	Sugar	Land		

FORT	BEND	DUPLICATE	BRIDGE	-	SUGAR	LAND
OPEN	GAME	TUESDAYS	AT	9	AM
JACKS	CONFERENCE	CENTER
3232	AUSTIN	PARKWAY
SUGAR	LAND,	TX	77479

			FREE	COFFEE	AND	INDIVIDUALLY	WRAPPED	SNACKS
			WE	USE	BRIDGE	MATE	II	BRIDGE	PADS
			AT	LEAST	3	UPGRADED	GAMES	EVERY	MONTH
			HAND	RECORDS	AFTER	EVERY	GAME
			NICE	BALANCE	OF	FRIENDLY	A,	B,	&	C	PLAYERS
			OPEN	AND	UPGRADED	GAMES	ARE	ONLY	$6.00
			HAND	SANITIZER	AND	MASKS	ARE	AVAILABLE
			AT	LEAST	9	TABLES

												
		PLEASE	CALL	AHEAD	IF	YOU	ARE	COMING	AND/OR	NEED	A
PARTNER

															JOHN	ERIC	WATSON
															ewat2004@aol.com
															832	287	9107

	

	
	 KINGWOOD	DUPLICATE	BRIDGE	CLUB

Kingwood	Duplicate	Bridge	Club	has	added	a	second	game	on
Thursday	starting	September	8!	

Both	games	(Wednesday	and	Thursday)	start	at	10:00	am	at	the
Kingwood	Community	Center,	4102	Rustic	Woods	Drive,	Kingwood,
TX	77345.		Entries	are	still	$2	and	$3	for	upgraded	games.

On	Thursday	morning,	Bill	Riley	will	be	giving	a	short	20-30	minute
presentation	on	various	topics,	conventions,	etc.,	starting	at	9:20	AM.
A	schedule	of	topics	will	be	published	shortly.	Coffee	is	available.		

For	information,	contact	Jim	Simmons	at	(281)913-0441
or	jrsimmons2102@gmail.com.		Bill	Riley	at	(832)289-3833
or	ichibanbill@yahoo.com.		Kingwood	Community	Center	Phone:
(281)348-2570

	

	

	
LAKE	CONROE	DUPLICATE	BRIDGE	CLUB		

Greetings	from	Lake	Conroe	Duplicate	Bridge	Club	
We	have	been	making	some	changes	at	LCDBC	and	want	to	bring
you	up	to	date.

Starting	October	2022,	the	fee	for	playing	will	be	dropped	to	$5.00.	

We	would	like	to	invite	you	to	come	play	with	us	every	Friday.	We
play	at	the	April	Sound	Church	Fellowship	Building,	the	one	closest	to
Hwy	105.	The	address	is	67	1/2	April	Wind	Dr.	S,	Montgomery,	TX
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77356.	The	church	parking	lot	is	accessible	directly	off	Hwy	105.

We	begin	playing	at	10:30	am.	We	always	offer	snacks,	sweet	and
savory,	and	coffee	and	iced	tea	for	those	who	want	it.	Bring	your
lunch,	as	we	have	microwaves	for	heating	and	refrigerators	for
keeping	your	food	cold.

Please	invite	your	bridge	friends	to	join	us.	We	are	a	very	friendly
group	of	bridge	players	and	will	make	everyone	feel	welcome.

No	Partner??	No	worries!	Call	Gerry	Earnest	at	936-447-6958	for	a
partner.
Looking	forward	to	seeing	you!

Penny	Grassedonio
Club	Manager
832-361-4577
czthdaypjg@gmail.com.

	
LONE	STAR	BRIDGE	CLUB
Lone	Star	Bridge	Club	(LSBC)	in	Conroe,	Texas,	plays	at	St	Paul	United
Methodist	Church,	1100	Semands	Drive,	Conroe;	the	church	is
located	within	easy	access	from	Interstate	45.	Directions	to	our	game
may	be	found	on	our	website,	 https://lonestarbridgeclub.org.

Games	are	on	Mondays	at	Noon	and	Thursdays	at	10:30	am.	All
games	are	stratified.		Proof	of	Covid	vaccination	is	required,	and
masks	are	optional.		We	provide	Coffee,	bottled	water,	and	only
individually	wrapped	snacks.	

Our	games	are	always	$5.00.	

In	November,	on	the	first	Monday,	there	will	be	a	free	lesson	from
Diamond	Life	Master	Jeff	Kroll.	This	class	will	focus	on	the	1NT	section
of	the	new	Convention	card.

Starts	at	11:00.

It	will	cover:
Stayman	(there	are	only	3	correct	responses	to	a	Stayman	bid)
Garbage	Stayman
Crawling	Stayman
Smolen
Transfers	(it	is	not	an	option	not	to	accept	the	transfer)
When	the	opponents	interfere	with	your	notrump	opener

				-	standard	bidding
				-	Lebensohl
				
Please	join	us	for	FREE	Pizza	on	the	first	Thursday	of	every	month!	

If	you	would	like	to	play	and	need	a	partner,	please	contact	our
partnership	chairperson,		Sandra	Maalouf,	at	936-597-8756,
or	smaalouf@icloud.com.

For	more	information,	contact	Linda	Sutton
at	lindasutton212@gmail.com.

Please	visit	our	website	by	clicking
here:	www.lonestarbridgeclub.org.

	

	
	 PEBBLE	CREEK	DUPLICATE	BRIDGE	CLUB		

Face-to-face	games	are	held	on	Wednesdays	at	9:30	am.	For	further
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info,	contact	Richard	Duble	at	979-324-8421
or	richard.duble@yahoo.com.

	

	
	 SPRING	BRANCH	DUPLICATE	CLUB

Games	are	now	on	Tuesdays	and	Thursdays	starting	at	11:30.	

Location:	Trini	Mendenhall	Sosa	Community	Center,	1414	Wirt	Road,
Houston,	Texas.	Located	in	the	northeast	corner	of	the	intersection	of
Wirt	Road	and	Westview	in	the	Spring	Branch	area.	

Regular	games	are	$1/person.	Charity	games,	STaC,	and	other
special	games.	Totally	non-profit	in	accordance	with	County	rules.

Manager	&	Director
Judith	Hoffing
713-467-5805
hoffing2007@comcast.net

	

	

	
	 STAR	DUPLICATE	BRIDGE	CLUB

Games	are	on	Mondays	and	Fridays	at	9:30	am	and	are	$7	per
person.	Masks	are	encouraged,	and	you	must	have	a	partner.	For
more	info,	contact	Richard	Duble	at	979-324-8421
or	richard.duble@yahoo.com.
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	 Our	Favorites	 	

	





	
	

We	are	looking	for
someone	to	replace	us	as
editors	of	the	monthly	Unit
174	Newsletter.	If	you	are
interested,	please	contact
Unit	174	President	-

Thomas	Rush	at	Thomas	Rush.	The	job	requires
familiarity	with	Emails,	Word,	PDFs,	Snipping	Tool,	and
a	fair	amount	of	organization.	You	will	be	shown	how
to	use	Robly	-	to	create	this	email,	as	well	as	given	a
list	of	contacts	for	information	to	be	included.

Thank	you	to	all	the	people	who	contribute	to	the	Newsletter.	It	takes
a	team	of	fellow	bridge	players	to	bring	this	information	to	you.	Unit
174	runs	on	volunteers'	energy.		If	you	are	interested	in
volunteering	for	Unit	174	events	and	activities,	please
contact	Thomas	Rush	at	Thomas	Rush.

If	you	would	like	to	have	your	club	info	or	an	article	of	interest
published,	or	if	you	have	a	bridge	accomplishment	you	are	proud	of
and	would	like	to	share	in	the	Unit	174	Newsletter,	please	send	your
name,	phone,	email,	and	event	title
to	unit174newsletter@gmail.com.		

Jeanne	Phelps	and	Linda	Warren
Co-editors	of	Unit	174	monthly	newsletter
unit174newsletter@gmail.com	and	lwarren760@gmail.com
♥♦♣	♠	
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